District 6 Celebrates Toastmasters Inspiring Children and Youth

(Submitted by: Jean Keating, District 6 Youth Leadership Program Coordinator)

As the new year 2008 begins, District 6 Toastmasters pauses to acknowledge and celebrate individual toastmasters who inspire children and youth through the Toastmasters Youth Leadership Programs (YLPs).  We thank you for giving so generously to the young ones who will create a new dream for our world.   

We present listings of individuals serving as Youth Leadership Program Coordinators during 2007, 2006 and 2005.  We also list toastmasters who have YLPs scheduled to begin in early 2008.  District 6 also acknowledges the many toastmasters who support Youth Leadership Programs through their speaking and leadership contributions.  

We know we are missing names of other individuals who have coordinated or supported YLPs since 2005.  Please take a moment to email Jean Keating, current District 6 Toastmasters Youth Leadership Program Coordinator, with details of your YLP experience (email Jean at descending_dove@msn.com).  

District 6 celebrates these toastmasters coordinating Youth Leadership Programs during 2007:  

Laurie Buchberger 

Gretchen Hansen

Judy Johnson (2006-07 District 6 YLP Coordinator)

Ron Kuecker

Chez Raginiak

Ravi Rai

Ed Sodergren

Carl Teresi

Georgia Thometz

The stories emerging from working with youth are always uplifting.  Laurie Buchberger brings her passion for instilling mentoring and service to the youth she serves.  Gretchen Hansen brings her creativity into serving elementary age home-schooled children, who have co-created a mutually supportive environment for each other to grow within.  Judy Johnson brings joy and passion to a YLP supporting ‘reclaiming the hearts and minds of the African American learner’.  Judy has been invited to re-engage with this group as they prepare to engage with Bishop Desmond Tutu in 2008.  As Judy exclaims, “Quite an honor!”

Chez Raginiak gifts his unbounded energy and passion to the youth he serves.  Ravi Rai brings a father’s love and a teacher’s love to his engagements with elementary school students.  Carl Teresi brings his passion for excellence in speaking to high school students in his home school district.  Georgia Thometz brings her spirit of love and service into empowering developmentally disabled adults to speak with greater confidence.    

District 6 celebrates toastmasters who conducted Youth Leadership Programs during 2005 and 2006:

Mark Anton

Joe Brabeck

Mark Cichosz

Dave Deutsch (2004-05 District 6 YLP Coordinator)

Richard Eaton

Murali Gadela

Paul Johnson

Jean Keating (2005-06 District 6 YLP Coordinator)

Michelle Kelly

Beth Myers

Ann Polachek

Dwight Wilcox

District 6 acknowledges toastmasters with Youth Leadership Programs scheduled to begin in early 2008:
Arlene Gallegos

Haytham Ibrahim

Judy Johnson

Cindy Joice

Bonnie Laabs

Sandy Ryan

We celebrate these and many more individuals providing their leadership and speaking talents to supporting various Youth Leadership Projects in the District:
Mike Aasen, Carla Anton, Catherine Cardenuto, Pat Croal, Wayne Doe, Cheryl Henkels, Jim Jensen, Ron Kuecker, Frank Mayers, John Marzitelli, Kathy Neumiller, Roger Revak, Fred Roos, Sandy Ryan, Pamela Sakayan, Debra Walsh, and so many more not listed here.

This article would not be complete without acknowledging the special role that one young student has played in bringing the Toastmasters Youth Leadership Program into the Minnetonka School District.  While in 8th grade at Minnetonka Middle School East (MME), Mr. Raj Katti enlisted the support of his school’s principal, Dr. Mark Larson, and District 6 Toastmasters to bring a Youth Leadership Program to his fellow students at MME.  In the two years since then, Raj has inspired introduction of YLPs at the Minnetonka High School, Minnetonka Middle School West, and now Deephaven Elementary School.  He has a dream, and he is deep into achieving it!  Look what can happen when a passionate young person receives the full support and confidence of his teachers and guides!

Let’s stand in acknowledgment of all who serve children and youth!  Know that serving as a YLP Coordinator contributes to meeting the requirements of the Advanced Communicator – Gold achievement level within Toastmasters.  

If you are interested in coordinating a Toastmasters Youth Leadership Program, please contact Jean Keating (email:  descending_dove@msn.com  or phone: 952 476 4680).  Or go ahead and start a conversation with your local school or youth group or your own child.  Come and join in this most important of adventures!

