Hello District 6!  The home stretch is here.  5 months to go this year!

DUES ARE DUE:  Dues need to be sent to Toastmasters International by March 31st.  This is the best time to start collecting them.  

MOMENTS OF TRUTH:  Has your club conducted a “Moments of Truth” lately?  Moments of Truth should be conducted by each club once a year.  It covers such topics as meeting quality & organization, and club quality.  How do you treat guests?  Are they invited to join (in a low-pressure kind of way)?  Does your club have at least two guests per month?  Do at least half of your guests join?  Do you have a guest book?  Do you send follow-up thank-yous to guests?  If not, you may want to look at making some changes.  My goal is for every club in District 6 to be successful!

DISTINGUISHED:  Every club in the world participates in the Distinguished Club Program.  Your club must finish with 20 members (or a net gain of 5), and at least 5 out of the 10 available points.  Every club in the district can still achieved Distinguished.  If you need help, call me or your Area Governor.  Clubs that achieved Distinguished are year-after-year the most successful clubs in the district for running quality meetings, and meeting the needs of the members.  

MEMBERS, MEMBERS, MEMBERS:  We need a little help in the membership category, and any member you add in February or March counts as double members for the district.  PLEASE DO NOT HOLD APPLICATIONS UNTIL APRIL AND PLEASE DON’T SEND THEM IN WITH YOUR RENEWALS.

CLUBS, WHERE ARE YOU?:  We’re still missing September dues from the following clubs:  Civil Tongues, Sales & Marketing Execs, Leo’s Lecturers, and JFB Tech Talkers.  Speech Recovery shorted their dues $12 so are not in.  Any club whose dues are not in on time are suspended until payment is received (i.e. you don’t receive the magazine and can’t compete in speech contests).  Still missing officer lists are EBGBs, Checkmates, Star Speakers, Midland, Local Vocals, and JFB Tech Talkers.

UPCOMING EVENTS:  We hope to see everyone at the TELI on Saturday, February 21st, at the Holiday Inn Select in Bloomington, for officer training, and to see several great speakers, and 2001 World Champion Darren LaCroix.  Cost is $15 if you stay for lunch, and FREE if you don’t.  Our Spring Convention “Cinco de Mayo Mexican Festival” will be 4/23 & 24 in South Saint Paul.  Register early and you may win a prize!

SPEECH CONTESTS:  You should be holding your club International Speech & Table Topics contests soon.  Every club should send a contestant and 2 judges to your Area Contest.  This is also a great time to meet members of other clubs in your area.


Call or write if you have any questions.  Please note my new phone number and address:

Steve Lockwood, District 6 Governor

1455 Upper 55th Street Apt 513

Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077

651-493-9086

steve@d6tm.org
Monday, February 09, 2004                
Club Officer Training: Round Two –Round two ends on February 29, 2004. A list of training sessions is available at www.d6tm.org. Has your club gotten at least 4 officers trained since December 1st? You can check the training status report at www.d6tm.org.

MARDI GRAS 2004:  The next Toastmasters Education & Leadership Institute (TELI) will be held  Saturday, February 21, 2004 at the Holiday Inn Select in Bloomington, Minnesota. Our guest speaker will be the 2001 World Champion of Public Speaking, Darren LaCroix. Darren will be conducting a one hour training session as well as the keynote presentation for the luncheon. The event will run from 7:30 AM – 2:00 PM. Cost is $15.00 for lunch (turkey & dressing). Please RSVP online at www.d6tm.org or by downloading the registration form and submitting to Kim Keilholtz.

TELI schedule: 

7:30 AM – Registration and Merchandise Mart open

8:00 – 8:50 AM – Officer training by Division Governors. There will be breakouts by officer position. ** This is the session to attend to get club officer training credit.
9:00 – 10:00 AM – Darren LaCroix, DTM, 2001 World Champion of Public Speaking

10:15 – 11:05 AM – Meet the 3 International Director Candidates from Region IV

11:15 AM – 12:05 PM – four sessions will be running


Mike Huey – “Speaking of Success”  Topic: Goal setting


Allan Bernard, DTM – “Taming the Beast”  Topic: Running Effective Meetings


Sheri French, ATMG – “Taking the Mystery Out of the HPL”  Topic: High Performance

Leadership program

Theo Black, DTM & Brian Rohrenbach, DTM – “Schedule Your Way to Being 
Distinguished”  Topic: Finishing the TM year Strong
Educational Awards – Want to know who has earned an educational award from July 1 – December 10, 2003? Go to www.d6tm.org and click on Educational Achievements link on the left side of the screen. 
Lorin Pollman and Don Murray Awards – Each year, District 6 presents two awards in memory of two special Toastmasters members. Applications are being taken through March 31, 2004. Go to http://www.d6tm.org/District/Awards/awards-index.html to download an application form. 

What is the Lorin Pollman award? Each year the Lorin Pollmann award is presented at the District Spring Convention to a Toastmaster Club that has conducted Speechcraft sessions to help educate members of their community and to help promote membership growth in Toastmasters. To be eligible, the club must be in good standing (paid dues) and must have conducted one or more Speechcraft sessions since July 1, 2003. 

What is the Don Murray award? Each year the Don Murray award is presented at the District 6 Spring Conference to a Toastmaster who has worked hard beyond the club level without actually holding a District office. This award goes to a quiet, behind-the-scenes type of person whose contributions over the years have helped the District and his or her fellow Toastmasters. This award is made without regard to club, Area or Division affiliation. To be eligible: The member must be a Toastmaster in good standing for a minimum of three consecutive years must have made contributions to the Toastmasters organization beyond the club level (served on committees, conducted training programs, started new clubs, etc) cannot serve as a current District officer, Division Governor, Area Governor or committee chair, or be a past Don Murray Award winner or the current District 6 Toastmaster of the Year.

Speech Contests - The spring contests will be Table Topics and International Speech. The rules for the International Speech Contest can be found at: http://www.toastmasters.org/pdfs/1171.pdf. It is not too early to order your speech contest supply kits!! 

Mary Swanson

2003-04 Lieutenant Governor of Education & Training
lget@d6tm.org 
TALK UP TOASTMASTERS!
February 1 - March 31
	Fellow Toastmasters, 

The annual Talk Up Toastmasters! membership contest runs from February 1, 2004 through March 31, 2004. In addition to the recognition that Toastmasters International provides, District 6 wants to award your club with a copy of the District 6 Fall Speech contest performances and with a chance to win a copy of the 2003 World Championship of Public Speaking. Read on for the details. 


Membership Building Ideas: 

· Conduct a special guest meeting. Focus the theme and presentations on the benefits of Toastmasters. 

· Divide the club into two teams and invite family, friends, co-workers, and/or acquaintances to a meeting. Recognize the award winning team with a Toastmaster pin or badge.

· Try one of the many ideas in Top 10 Ideas & Tips For Building Toastmasters Club Membership. 

Guidelines: 

· Members may be new, dual, or reinstated.

· Application and payment must be received at World Headquarters between February 1, and March 31, 2004. 

· All new member applications must indicate the new member’s “join” date between February 1 and March 31, and should be submitted promptly.

Special Awards: 

· Each club that adds 5 or more new members to the club roster receives a Talk Up Toastmasters ribbon from Toastmasters International to display on the club banner. The club also receives a VHS copy of the 2003 Fall Speech Contest from District 6 to add to the club library.

· All qualifying clubs will also be entered into a drawing for a VHS copy of the 2003 International Speech Contest, The World Championship of Public Speaking, held last August in Atlanta. 

· District 6 awards will be handed out at the District 6 Spring Conference. Please encourage your club officers team to 


New Clubs

Please welcome our latest new District 6 Clubs:

· Verbodynamics, #619435, of Roseville

· Speaking In Bytes, #633024, of Minneapolis

We are awaiting word on two more clubs which are being processed at T. I. 

Theo Black
2003-04 Lieutenant Governor Marketing
lgm@d6tm.org

Saturday, February 7, 2004

Fellow Toastmasters,

Today many guests learn about our Clubs by searching the web.  Is your Club listing at toastmasters.org correct? To check, enter your club number at the end of the following link in place of XXXX; and then link to your club info as currently displayed by Toastmasters.  http://www.toastmasters.org/find/clubdetails_new.asp?AREA=usa&XCLUB=XXXX 

In order to correct your Club Meeting Information, go to http://www.toastmasters.org/officerchange.asp?location=U.S  At the top of the form, above Club & Officer Information are two buttons.  Click the one on the right and then change your Club Meeting Information by filling in only the fields that are affected.  When complete, submit electronically to TI (button at bottom of form).  Notify your District 6 webeditor of any changes so the District 6 web pages may also be updated.

If you are changing either your Club Name or City where you meet, a Resolution form must be mailed or faxed to Toastmasters International WHQ.  The Club & Officer Information Form found at http://www.toastmasters.org/pdfs/clubinfo.pdf serves this purpose.

Check your District Calendar at http://www.d6tm.org/District/Events/feb.html for a listing of upcoming events.  Is your event listed?  If not, let us know. 

Thanks for everyone’s cooperation in providing up-to-date information regarding Toastmasters events.

Sincerely,

Len Glaeser, 

Web Editor

2003-04 District Web Editor 


webeditor@d6tm.org 

