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“Changing Lives One Step at a Time”
Please share this letter with your clubs! The letter is only being sent to the President of each District 6 club plus District officers. If you are a club president, please forward to your club members and/or talk about the content during a club business meeting. Thanks!
Happy 80th Birthday Toastmasters! – Toastmasters was born in October, 1924. The founding father was Dr. Ralph Smedley. It is amazing that the organization has been in existence for eighty years. The basic program has stayed relatively the same: speeches, evaluations, and table topics. As is the case with any thriving organization, Toastmasters has evolved over time. A perfect example of this that in August 1973, membership was opened to women. To celebrate our birthday, October is deemed as Toastmasters Month. Use this information to help promote your club. How about obtaining a proclamation from your community’s mayor or governing body to declare the month as Toastmasters’ month?
Please see the letter from our District Public Relations Officer (PRO), Michelle McMullen for more details.
Fall Speech Contest Season is Here! Most Areas in District 6 have conducted their Evaluation and Humorous Speech contests. The next step is the Division contests. Metro Division held their contest on September 30th. It was a very well run contest with great speeches and terrific evaluations. The bar has been set for the other seven divisions!! I hope everyone plans to attend their division contest. Go to www.d6tm.org to see the contest dates, times, and locations.
DUES are due! Has your club paid its dues for the October – March time period? Please ask your club treasurer to be sure that the dues are in to WHQ. The paperwork and money must arrive at WHQ no later than October 10th. Anything received on October 11th or later is considered late. Did you know that your club can submit dues online at www.toastmasters.org? It is fast, easy, and secure. If you want your club dues processed without worrying about delays or something getting lost, submit online! 
 
Mark your calendar for November 5-6, 2004 – The Renaissance Gala (Fall Conference) will be held November 5-6 at the Kahler Grand Hotel in Rochester, MN. Come see the 1995 World Champion of Public Speaking, Mark Brown. Come watch the District Evaluation contest on November 5th and the District Humorous Speech contest on November 6th. 

Do you have a Renaissance costume? There is a costume contest on Friday night, November 5th. I purchased my costume last week. I can’t wait to reign over the proceedings!! Be sure to bring your club banners for the Parade of Banners that will take place on November 6th at 8:00 AM. The registration form can be downloaded from www.d6tm.org. A complete schedule can be found on the website too. Note: The deadline for early bird registration is October 4th!  
Important business will be discussed during the Fall  Business Meeting on November 6th. A committee has been formed to explore options for expanding the number of divisions in District 6. Currently, we have eight divisions. The committee will be presenting their recommendations during the Fall Business meeting. In order to vote on this important business, a quorem of eligible voters need to be present. The President and Vice President of Education of each club carry a vote as does each Area Governor, Division Governor, District Secretary, District Treasurer, District Public Relations Officer, 

Lieutenant Governor of Marketing, Lieutenant Governor of Education & Training, and District Governor. If you are an eligible voter but can not attend, you can sign a proxy to give another member of your club the right to vote on your behalf. 

To obtain the proxy form, go to www.d6tm.org, where you will find the document that you can download. One member of a club can carry two votes for the club. If you have questions about the proxy form, please contact the District Credentials Chair, Keith Hardy. His email address is: khardy63@yahoo.com. 
Checklists – Here is the October checklist of things that club officers need to do in order to help their club be successful:
 Verify that club dues have been submitted to WHQ by October 10, 2004.

 Attend Area & Division Speech Contests.
 Celebrate Toastmasters Month. Have a birthday party!! 
 Register for Fall Conference in Rochester, MN (November 5-6, 2004).
 Review club progress against report at www.toastmasters.org for your club.

Mary Swanson

2004-05 District Governor
mary@d6tm.org

District website address: www.d6tm.org 

Monday, October 4, 2004              Happy Toastmasters Month!

Speech Contests  Metro Division kicked off the fall Evaluation and Humorous Speech divisional contests last Thursday September 30. Congratulations to the Toastmasters who have been chosen to represent their Division at the District contests November 5th  (Evaluation) and 6th (Humorous) in Rochester. The list of winners will be posted on the District website.

By the way, Speech Contest Tips, a Chief Judge Checklist, and Contest Judging Tips are all available at the Lt. Governor of Education and Training page at the District website. 

Educational Awards – World Headquarters continuously posts 2004-05 year. As of 9/17/04, District 6 members have achieved the following:

48 – Competent Toastmaster

12 – Advanced Toastmaster Bronze

  5 – Advanced Toastmaster Silver
  6 – Advanced Toastmaster Gold

19 – Competent Leader

  9 – Advanced Leader

  5 – Leadership Excellence

  8 – Distinguished Toastmaster

Congratulations to all who have achieved awards to date! You are to be commended for your hard work and achievement. I encourage all Toastmasters in the district to congratulate and recognized those who have accomplished these milestones.

I want to especially recognize our newest DTMs. These Toastmasters have accomplished all of the Communication goals as well as all of the Leadership goals required. Please join me in congratulating this year’s honored Toastmasters:

Milton S. Lysdahl, Christopher's Club, Columbia Heights, Club #958


Keith A.Hardy, 
MNRPCV Club, Roseville, Club #1284

Minerva M. Honkala, Duluth Club, Duluth, Club #1523

Peggy M. Scholberg, Big Apple Club, Apple Valley, Club #4619

Rosemary S. Davis, Real Speakers Toastmasters Club, Burnsville, Club #5637

Jim C. Fiebke, Chamber Club, Rochester, Club #5917

Sheri French, Southern Minnesota Mentors Club, Pine Island, Club #7470

Shelley Scharping, Lunch Bunch Club, Minneapolis, Club #8136

You will have a chance to greet our awardees at the Fall Conference where we will recognize all of these Distinguished Toastmasters!

Fall Conference  - Our Fall conference theme is Renaissance Gala. Our gathering this year will be held November 5th and 6th in Rochester, MN. We have a great group of seven presenters lined up to educate and entertain you. Plus, we will be roasting our Immediate Past District Governor, Steve Lockwoo during the luncheon on Saturday the 6th. For more information on the Renaissance Gala, check out the district website.   You may once again register on-line for all of the fun and pageantry. A paper form is also available at the site. 

See you in Rochester next month!

Theo W. Black, DTM

2004-2005 Lt. Governor of Education and Training

October, 2004
LGM News!!
NEW CLUBS CHARTERED:

Exciting news!  District Six has 2 brand new clubs!  

Stellar Speakers chartered on September 30th at Capella University downtown Minneapolis.  The club has been assigned to Metro Division in Area 43.  Thank you to Evamarie Pokladnik, Metro Division Governor, and Rotimi Lamikanra, Area 43 Governor for their commitment in helping this group become chartered.  

Toast of the Towers chartered on September 29th at CBSA, Inc. in Golden Valley.  This club has been assigned to Western Division in Area 84.  A special thank you goes to Mark Forsberg, Area 84 Governor.  Mark continues to provide weekly mentoring to ensure the club’s continued success.  Thank you also to Linda Schweiss, Western Division Governor.  Commitment means leaving home at 4:00 am to attend a 7:00 am. Meeting!

Most of you know that our goal for new clubs this year is 18.  With just 2 completed it means we have 16 more to go in just 9 months.  That means 2 things: One is that there are limited opportunities to serve as a sponsor or mentor for a new club.  If you need to be a sponsor or mentor to complete one of the requirements for your advanced leader award, you should let me know as soon as possible (lgm@d6tm.org).  The second is that we’re continually looking for new ideas for a Toastmaster club.  If you work at a company with 400 or more employees that does not already have a club and might be interested in a club, please let me know.  I’d be happy to contact them with information about Toastmasters and the benefits of having an on-site club for their employees.  

Congratulations to the district’s newest clubs, Stellar Speakers and Toast of the Towers!

CLUBS IN THE WORKS:
We currently have several groups in various stages of the charter process.  They are:

Revenue Canada in Thunder Bay

Hermantown in Hermantown

ING Direct in St. Cloud

Young America in Chanhassen

Winona Chamber in Winona

AIG-VALIC in Bloomington

Pentair in Golden Valley

A possible second club at Blue Cross Blue Shield

King Boreas in Eastern Division developed 2 new club leads.  They’re working on one with the US Navy and one at the Thompson Allen Company in West St. Paul.  If your club has a lead and wishes to be involved in starting a new club we’d love to have your assistance.  Just remember to let me know who you’re working with so I can be involved in the process.  This club is even looking into doing a Youth Leadership program for the Young Cadets of the US Navy.  Thank you to all the members of King Boreas for their contribution to District 6.

CLUB COACH PROGRAM:
Another way to fulfill an advance leader requirement is to serve as a club coach for a struggling club.  We still have over 70 clubs who need your expertise and assistance to build their membership and become distinguished clubs.  Pat Croal is our Club Coach Chair and would love to hear that you’re interested in a coaching assignment.  You can contact Pat at pcroal@juno.com.  Since any club with 12 or fewer members is eligible for up to 2 coaches, why not enlist the help of friend and coach as a team?

What are the Club Coach requirements?

· Clubs with 12 or fewer members are allowed up to 2 Club Coaches

· The Coach must not already be a member of the club

· The District Governor appoints all Coaches

· The Coach will help the club reach Distinguished by June 30, 2005 or by the following June 30th
Be a Club coach…there is no greater success than helping others achieve success!
Jeannette Bauch, DTM

Lt. Governor Marketing


Happy Anniversary!!!!!

Toastmasters International is 80 years old this month!!!!  

In District 6, we are honored to have a proclamation from:

a) The State of Minnesota recognizing October 2004 as Toastmasters International month;

b) The City of St. Paul recognizing October 14th as Toastmasters International day; and

c) The City of Minneapolis recognizing October 1st as Toastmasters International day. 

 The support of our state leaders:  Governor Tim Pawlenty, Mayor Randy Kelly and Mayor R. T. Rybak, is a testament to the benefits that Toastmasters International brings to its members, who in turn, share our skills, talents and abilities with our communities.   

It is not too late to talk to your local Mayor about designating a day as Toastmasters International Day.

Many local communities can establish the proclamations in a very short time.  If you want to request a proclamation, please contact me for the template and some information on how to go about attaining a proclamation.  It is a wonderful addition to a club celebration.

We are 3 months into the 2004/2005 Toastmasters year.  I encourage you to take some time to reflect on where you are in attaining a Toastmasters goal this year.  Have you started a CTM, ATM, CL or AL?  Have you talked to your VP of Education about being scheduled for speeches?  Every year since I became a member, I have attained at least one new goal.  It is a challenge that stretches and enlightens me.  I remember the members of my home club encouraging me toward my first CTM.  It felt great to know that my CTM contributed toward our Distinguished status that year.  Don’t let this year pass without attaining a new goal this year.

This month I encourage you to proclaim the benefits of Toastmasters and check your progress toward a goal.  

Get the word out one event at a time!!!

Sincerely,

Michelle McMullen

District 6 Public Relations Officer 2004/2005

Key Events in October 2004/2005:

Organize a club celebration for Toastmasters’ 80th Anniversary.

Remember to start doing a club newsletter/flyer/website so you can participate in the annual PR contest.

Remember to set up your club website.  For tips, see the May 2004 issue of Toastmasters magazine.

Have you signed up for the Fall Conference yet?  It is November 5th and 6th at the Kahler Hotel in Rochester.   See the main page of www.d6tm.org for conference details.
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